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WILLIAM FLOYD 


1871-1943 


William Floyd, editor of The Arbitrator, 
died at his home in New York on Novem- 
ber 26, 1943. The address at his funeral 
was given by his lifelong friend, John 
Haynes Holmes, who said, in part, “He had 
an open mind which was always eager to 
learn and understand new things; he was 
ever seeking fresh experiences, and making 
unusual personal contacts. The result was 
these changes of which I speak, and before 
they were done, these changes were funda- 
mental. In these later years he was a hu- 
manist, and thus on the extreme left wing 
of contemporary religious thought.” 

In 1930 Mr. Floyd was named to the 
American Advisory Board of the League for 
the Organization of Progress, which sought 
to formulate American viewpoints on the 
problems discused by the League of Nations 
and its commisions. In 1933 he was among 
the signers of the Humanist Manifesto. 

Among Mr. Floyd’s books are “Social 
Progress,” 1925; “People Vs. Wall Street,” 
1930; “Christianity Cross-Examined,” 1941; 
and ‘Humanizing Biblical Religion,” 1943. 

We recall especially our first and last 
meetings with William Floyd. We called to 
meet an iconoclast, and found that as is so 
often the case, his pen was sharper than his 
personality. He was in personal contacts a 
gracious gentleman; he had a keen sense of 
humour. We have always respected the 
great desire of rationalists for mental in- 
tegrity and to expose error and hypocrisy. 
William Floyd was to the end an honest 
iconoclast and rebel. My last visit found 
him wearing a beard and in a wheel chair, 
looking for all the world like “The Man 
Who Came to Dinner.” But much more 
genial. He told me he had found certain 
free-thinkers inadequate because they were 
lacking in the desire to serve humanity. Now 
he was the humanist, having both preserved 
his intellectual integrity and moved on to 

an affirmative outlook on life. 


—Edwin H. Wilson 
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